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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant has amended claimsl, 3, 13, 15, 23 and 25 and added claims 39-41 in the 
amendment filed on 6/23/2008. 

Claims 1-7, 9-19, 21-29, 31-36, 39-41 are pending in this Office Action. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 6/23/2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant argued that 112 rejection for claims should be withdraw because the 
limitation "searching a database of listing data using the listing identification data to 
locate a plurality of similar listings posed within a network-based commerce system" is 
provided in paragraphs 0033, 0034, 0036, fig. 2. 

In response to applicant's argument, the limitation "searching a database of 
listing data using the listing identification data to locate a plurality of similar listings 
posed within a network-based commerce system" is not provided in paragraphs 0033, 
0035 0036, fig. 2. 

Thus, Examiner maintained 112 rejection for these claims 

Applicant argued that Boyden does not teach "receive an indication from the user 
to indicate a selection of a selected listing; the proposed listing including listing data". 

Examiner respectfully disagrees. Boyden teaches by selecting the link for the 
1999 saab 9-5SE shown in the list 305, the buyer system send a request to the auction 
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server system to display the detail page 300c; displaying data including the link on page 
300c (paragraph 0043). 

Applicant's argued that Boyden does not teach limitations in claim 1 . 

Examiner's respectfully disagrees. 

As to claim 1, Boyden teaches a method of generating a listing in a network- 
based commerce system (generating data in fields 218-220 in a network based 
commerce system, page 4, col. Right, lines 17-23; page 3, paragraph [0024], lines 4- 
10), the method including: 

"receiving listing identification data from a seller, the listing identification data 
capable of being used to identify a good or a service" as the input section 202 can 
include a search tool 204 having an input fields 205 and a button 206 to search for 
vehicles in the list 201 by Vehicle Identification Number (VIN). Fig 2B shows an 
example of a vehicle work sheet page 200b to modify data for a vehicle that was 
already on the list 201 of the work list page 200a. The vehicle data includes 213 and 
214. The above information shows that to display the vehicle data as shown in fig. 2B, 
the system receives VIN from a user and retrieves the a specific vehicle based on the 
inputted VIN by the user (fig. 2A, page 4, col. Left, lines 2-7; page 4, paragraph [0032], 
lines 1-9, paragraph 0013); 

"searching a database of reference listing data using the listing identification data 
to locate a plurality of similar listings posted within a network-based commerce system" 
as the input section 202 can include a search tool 204 having an input fields 205 and a 
button 206 to search for vehicles in the list 201 by Vehicle Identification Number (VIN). 
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Fig 2G shows various seller report pages 200g-200j that are generated by the server 
and sent to the seller system. The above information shows that system searches the 
list 201 as a database of reference listing data to display or locate the seller report 
pages on an interface for viewing. The report includes items about vehicles. The items 
are not similar listings (figs. 2A & 2B, page 4, col. Left, lines 2-7; page 4, paragraph 
[0032], lines 1-9, paragraph [0036], lines 1-3); 

"generating a proposed listing to present to the seller, the proposed listing 
including listing data from the selected similar listing" as displaying a page includes data 
213 and 214. The page is represented as a proposed listing. The proposed listing does 
not include the similar listing (fig. 2B, page 4, paragraph [0032], lines 1-3, paragraph 
0013); 

" allowing the seller to modify the listing data of the proposed listing to creating a 
list" as prior to posting or sending the data entered in fields 218-220 to a database in the 
auction server system, the system allows the user to edit the vehicle data of the page 
200b in fig. 2B by clicking on either links such as 1 . Modify vehicle configuration, 2. 
Modify condition report, 3. Update mileage & pricing (figs. 2B & 2C, page 4, paragraph 
[0032], lines 1-21, col. Right, lines 17-23, paragraph 0013); 

"resulting in the listing" as after the user to edit vehicle data and click on update 
icon, the system indicates Mileage & pricing of the vehicle data are updated (fig. 2C 
page 4, paragraph [0033], lines 1-10); 

"posting the listing in a database of the network-based commerce system" as 
sending the data entered in the fields 218-220 to a data-record for the vehicle in the 
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auction server system. More specifically, the seller system sends the data entered in the 
fields to a database in the auction server (page 4, col. Right, lines 17-23); 

"wherein the listing, once posted, representing an offering of the good or service 
for sale" as the seller sends the data entered in the fields to a data-record for the vehicle 
in the auction server system. Then the auction server system provides a report 300e to 
a buyer system. The report 300e includes data about the vehicle from the data-record 
in the auction server database. The above information shows that once the entered 
data in the fields posted in the data-record, the server retrieves the entered data to 
represent an offering of a good or details of a vehicle as displayed in the report 300e to 
the buyer (fig. 3E, page 4, col. Right, lines 17-23; page 6, col. Left, lines 1-10); 

"receiving an indication from the seller to indicate a selection of a selected listing" 
as by selecting the link for the 1999 saab 9-5SE shown in the list 305, the buyer system 
send a request to the auction server system to display the detail page 300c; 

" the proposed listing including listing data" as displaying data including the link 
on page 300c (paragraph 0043). 

Boyden does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "a plurality of similar 
listings; from the plurality of similar listings; from the selected similar listing". 

Bowman teaches searching for items similar to the product over a network. 
Items found during the search similar to the product over a network. Selection of the 
product and the items similar to the product is allowed for purchase over the network 
(col. 30, lines 35-45). 
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Applicant argued that Boyden, Bowman or Eridelyi does not teach "automatically 
without human intervention checking attributes based on the listing data". 

Examiner respectfully disagrees. Eridelyi teaches based on user searching the 
system displays a interface that includes attributes related to John Smith. These 
attributes displayed without user intervention checking attributes (figs. 4A-4C, col. 6, 
lines 50-67; col. 7, lines 1-55). 

Applicant argued that Boyden, Bowman or Eridelyi does not teach Claim 17 
recites, in part, "selectively being automatically checked based on the listing data 
without human intervention." Applicant can not find this feature in any of Boyden. 

Examiner respectfully disagrees. Eridelyi teaches based on user searching the 
system displays a interface that includes attributes related to John Smith. These 
attributes displayed without user intervention checking attributes (figs. 4A-4C, col. 6, 
lines 50-67; col. 7, lines 1-55). 

Applicant argued that Boyden, Bowman or Eridelyi does not teach Claim 27 
recites, in part, "automatically without human intervention checks attributes based on 
the listing data." 

Examiner respectfully disagrees. Eridelyi teaches based on user searching the 
system displays a interface that includes attributes related to John Smith. These 
attributes displayed without user intervention checking attributes (figs. 4A-4C, col. 6, 
lines 50-67; col. 7, lines 1-55). 
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Application argued that there is not motivation for combination of cited 
references. In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine 
the references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by 
combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention 
where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the 
references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in 
the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071 , 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and In re 
Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, It would have 
been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to apply Bowman's teaching of searching for items similar to the product over a 
network. Items found during the search similar to the product over a network. Selection 
of the product and the items similar to the product is allowed for purchase over the 
network to Boyden's system in order to allow a user select a particular similar item 
listing so that the service can retrieve another similar item lists based on the selected 
similar list and further to predict the interests of users based on the user's indication so 
that the system provide a recommendation of similar items based on the interests of 
users. 

Application argued that there is not motivation for combination of cited 
references. In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine 
the references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by 
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combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention 
where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the 
references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in 
the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071 , 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and In re 
Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, it would have 
been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to apply Smith's teaching to Boyden's system in order to allow a user select a 
particular similar item listing so that the service can retrieve another similar item lists 
based on the selected similar list and further to predict the interests of users based on 
the user's indication so that the system provide a recommendation of similar items 
based on the interests of users. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 1,13 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably 
convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application 
was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. The limitation "searching a 
database of reference listing data using the listing identification data to locate a plurality 
of similar listings posted within a network-based commerce system" in claims 1,13 and 
23 was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one 
skilled in the relevant art that the inventor. 

Claims 2-7, 9-12, 14-19, 21-22, 24-29, 31-36 are rejected under the same reason 
as discussed in claims 1,13, and 23. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1 -4, 7, 9, 1 3-1 6, 19,21, 23-26, 29, 31 , 35, and 37-38 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Boyden et al (or hereinafter "Boyden") 
(US2003/0036964 A1 ) in view of Bowman-Amuah (or hereinafter "Bowman") (US 
6697824). 

As to claim 1 , Boyden teaches a method of generating a listing in a network- 
based commerce system (generating data in fields 218-220 in a network based 
commerce system, page 4, col. Right, lines 17-23; page 3, paragraph [0024], lines 4- 
10), the method including: 

"receiving listing identification data from a seller, the listing identification data 
capable of being used to identify a good or a service" as the input section 202 can 
include a search tool 204 having an input fields 205 and a button 206 to search for 
vehicles in the list 201 by Vehicle Identification Number (VIN). Fig 2B shows an 
example of a vehicle work sheet page 200b to modify data for a vehicle that was 
already on the list 201 of the work list page 200a. The vehicle data includes 213 and 
214. The above information shows that to display the vehicle data as shown in fig. 2B, 
the system receives VIN from a user and retrieves the a specific vehicle based on the 
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inputted VIN by the user (fig. 2A, page 4, col. Left, lines 2-7; page 4, paragraph [0032], 
lines 1-9, paragraph 0013); 

"searching a database of reference listing data using the listing identification data 
to locate a plurality of similar listings posted within a network-based commerce system" 
as the input section 202 can include a search tool 204 having an input fields 205 and a 
button 206 to search for vehicles in the list 201 by Vehicle Identification Number (VIN). 
Fig 2G shows various seller report pages 200g-200j that are generated by the server 
and sent to the seller system. The above information shows that system searches the 
list 201 as a database of reference listing data to display or locate the seller report 
pages on an interface for viewing. The report includes items about vehicles. The items 
are not similar listings (figs. 2A & 2B, page 4, col. Left, lines 2-7; page 4, paragraph 
[0032], lines 1-9, paragraph [0036], lines 1-3); 

"generating a proposed listing to present to the seller, the proposed listing 
including listing data from the selected similar listing" as displaying a page includes data 
213 and 214. The page is represented as a proposed listing. The proposed listing does 
not include the similar listing (fig. 2B, page 4, paragraph [0032], lines 1-3, paragraph 
0013); 

" allowing the seller to modify the listing data of the proposed listing to creating a 
list" as prior to posting or sending the data entered in fields 218-220 to a database in the 
auction server system, the system allows the user to edit the vehicle data of the page 
200b in fig. 2B by clicking on either links such as 1 . Modify vehicle configuration, 2. 
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Modify condition report, 3. Update mileage & pricing (figs. 2B & 2C, page 4, paragraph 
[0032], lines 1-21, col. Right, lines 17-23, paragraph 0013); 

"resulting in the listing" as after the user to edit vehicle data and click on update 
icon, the system indicates Mileage & pricing of the vehicle data are updated (fig. 2C 
page 4, paragraph [0033], lines 1-10); 

"posting the listing in a database of the network-based commerce system" as 
sending the data entered in the fields 218-220 to a data-record for the vehicle in the 
auction server system. More specifically, the seller system sends the data entered in the 
fields to a database in the auction server (page 4, col. Right, lines 17-23); 

"wherein the listing, once posted, representing an offering of the good or service 
for sale" as the seller sends the data entered in the fields to a data-record for the vehicle 
in the auction server system. Then the auction server system provides a report 300e to 
a buyer system. The report 300e includes data about the vehicle from the data-record 
in the auction server database. The above information shows that once the entered 
data in the fields posted in the data-record, the server retrieves the entered data to 
represent an offering of a good or details of a vehicle as displayed in the report 300e to 
the buyer (fig. 3E, page 4, col. Right, lines 17-23; page 6, col. Left, lines 1-10); 

"receiving an indication from the seller to indicate a selection of a selected listing" 
as by selecting the link for the 1999 saab 9-5SE shown in the list 305, the buyer system 
send a request to the auction server system to display the detail page 300c; 

" the proposed listing including listing data" as displaying data including the link 
on page 300c (paragraph 0043). 
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Boyden does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "a plurality of similar 
listings; from the plurality of similar listings; from the selected similar listing". 

Bowman teaches searching for items similar to the product over a network. 
Items found during the search similar to the product over a network. Selection of the 
product and the items similar to the product is allowed for purchase over the network 
(col. 30, lines 35-45). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Bowman's teaching of searching for items similar to 
the product over a network. Items found during the search similar to the product over a 
network. Selection of the product and the items similar to the product is allowed for 
purchase over the network to Boyden's system in order to allow a user select a 
particular similar item listing so that the service can retrieve another similar item lists 
based on the selected similar list and further to predict the interests of users based on 
the user's indication so that the system provide a recommendation of similar items 
based on the interests of users. 

As to claim 2, Boyden teaches the claimed limitation "which includes allowing the 
user to accept the listing, prior to posting the listing" as allowing a user to update or 
cancel updating the data record for the specific vehicle. The above information indicates 
that the system allows a user to accept the data record or deny the data record before 
posting the data record to the server (page 4, paragraph [0033], lines 6-10; page 4, col. 
Right, lines 17-23). 
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As to claims 3 and 25, Boyden and Bowman teach the claimed limitation subject 
matter in claim 1 and 23, Bowman further teaches "wherein a database of listing data is 
associated with at least one of movies, music, games, or books" as (col. 26, lines 20- 
25). 

As to claims 39-41 , Boyden teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the database 
of listing data includes motor vehicle data" (figs. 2A & 2E, page 4, col. right, lines 17- 
23). 

As to claims 4, and 16, Boyden teaches the claimed limitation "which includes: 
generating a user interface with a plurality of fields; and populating the plurality of fields 
with the listing data" as generating a web page with a plurality of fields 304 and 
populating the fields 304 with the vehicle data (fig. 3A-3B, page 5, paragraph [0041], 
lines 15-22). 

As to claims 7, 19 and 29, Boyden teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the 
listing data includes at least one of a group including a title of the listing, a description of 
the listing, and an image related to the listing" as vehicle data includes vehicle 
description (fig. 3A). 
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As to claim 9, Boyden teaches claimed limitation "wherein the listing identification 
data is a Vehicle Identification Number (VIN), the method including retrieving listing data 
including a model year of the vehicle, a manufacturer of the vehicle, a number of doors 
of the vehicle, or an engine capacity of the vehicle" as a Vehicle Identification Number 
(fig. 2A), retrieving vehicle data includes model of year of the vehicle (fig. 3A, page 5, 
paragraph [0042]). 

As to claim 13, Boyden teaches the same claimed limitation in claim 1, Boyden 
further teaches a machine-readable medium including a sequence of instructions that, 
when executed by a machine (the auction server system displays a seller work-list web 
page 200a in response to a request from a seller system. The above information 
indicates that the server system has included a computer readable medium, which 
includes instructions for responding to seller's request, page 3, paragraph [0030], lines 
1-4; page 12, col. Right, lines 5-7), "cause the machine to: 

receive listing identification data from a seller requesting posting of a listing on a 
network-based commerce system, the listing identification data capable of being used to 
identify a good or service" as the input section 202 can include a search tool 204 having 
an input fields 205 and a button 206 to search for vehicles in the list 201 by Vehicle 
Identification Number (VIN). Fig 2B shows an example of a vehicle work sheet page 
200b to modify data for a vehicle that was already on the list 201 of the work list page 
200a before posting to a server. The vehicle data includes 213 and 214. The above 
information shows that to display the vehicle data as shown in fig. 2B, the system 
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receives VIN from a seller and retrieves the a specific vehicle based on the inputted VIN 
by the user (fig. 2A, page 4, col. Left, lines 2-7; page 4, paragraph [0032], lines 1-9; 
page 4, col. Right, lines 17-23, paragraph 0013); 

"searching a database of listing data using the listing identification data to locate 
a plurality of similar listings posted within a network-based commerce system" as the 
input section 202 can include a search tool 204 having an input fields 205 and a button 
206 to search for vehicles in the list 201 by Vehicle Identification Number (VIN). Fig 2G 
shows various seller report pages 200g-200j that are generated by the server and sent 
to the seller system. The above information shows that system searches the list 201 as 
a database of reference listing data to display or locate the seller report pages on an 
interface for viewing. The report includes items about vehicles. Items are not similar 
listing (figs. 2A & 2B, page 4, col. Left, lines 2-7; page 4, paragraph [0032], lines 1-9, 
paragraph [0036], lines 1-3); 

"generate a proposed listing to present to the seller," as displaying a page 
includes data 213 and 214. The page is represented as a proposed listing. The 
proposed listing does not include similar listing (fig. 2B, page 4, paragraph [0032], lines 
1-3, paragraph 0013); 

"allow the seller to modify the listing data in the proposed listing to create a 
listing" as prior to posting or sending the data entered in fields 21 8-220 to a database in 
the auction server system, the system allows the user to edit the vehicle data of the 
page 200b in fig. 2B by clicking on either links such as 1 . Modify vehicle configuration, 
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2. Modify condition report, 3. Update mileage & pricing (figs. 2B & 2C, page 4, 
paragraph [0032], lines 1-21, col. Right, lines 17-23); 

"resulting in the listing" as after the user to edit vehicle data and click on update 
icon, the system indicates Mileage & pricing of the vehicle data are updated (fig. 2c, 
page 4, paragraph [0033], lines 1-10); 

"post the listing in a database of the network-based commerce system" sending 
the data entered in the fields 218-220 to a data-record for the vehicle in the auction 
server system. More specifically, the seller system sends the data entered in the fields 
to a database in the auction server (page 4, col. Right, lines 17-23); 

"the listing, once posted, representing an offering of a good or service for sale " 
as the seller sends the data entered in the fields to a data-record for the vehicle in the 
auction server system. Then the auction server system provides a report 300e to a 
buyer system. The report 300e include data about the vehicle from the data-record in 
the auction server database. The above information shows that once the entered data 
in the fields posted in the data-record, the server retrieves the entered data to represent 
an offering of a good or details of a vehicle as displayed in the report 300e to the buyer 
(fig. 3E, page 4, col. Right, lines 17-23; page 6, col. Left, lines 1-10; paragraph 0013); 

"receive an indication from the seller to indicate a selection of a selected listing" 
as by selecting the link for the 1999 saab 9-5SE shown in the list 305, the buyer system 
send a request to the auction server system to display the detail page 300c (paragraph 
0013); 
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" the proposed listing including listing data" as displaying data including the link 
on page 300c (paragraph 0043). 

Boyden does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "a plurality of similar 
listings; from the plurality of similar listings; from the selected similar listing". 

Bowman teaches searching for items similar to the product over a network. 
Items found during the search similar to the product over a network. Selection of the 
product and the items similar to the product is allowed for purchase over the network 
(col. 30, lines 35-45). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Bowman's teaching of searching for items similar to 
the product over a network. Items found during the search similar to the product over a 
network. Selection of the product and the items similar to the product is allowed for 
purchase over the network to Boyden's system in order to allow a user select a 
particular similar item listing so that the service can retrieve another similar item lists 
based on the selected similar list and further to predict the interests of users based on 
the user's indication so that the system provide a recommendation of similar items 
based on the interests of users. 

As to claim 14, Boyden teaches the claimed limitation " wherein the user is 
allowed to accept the listing, prior to posting the listing" as allowing a user to update or 
cancel updating the data record for the specific vehicle or canceling the data update 
(page 4, paragraph [0033], lines 6-10). 



Application/Control Number: 10/648,125 
Art Unit: 2169 



Page 19 



As to claim 15, Boyden teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the network- 
based commerce system includes a database of listing data associated with at least 
one of a group including movies, music, games, books and motor vehicles" as a 
database of listing data associated with motor vehicle (figs. 2A & 2E, page 4, col. right, 
lines 17-23). 

As to claims 21 and 31 , Boyden teaches claimed limitation "wherein the listing 
identification data is a Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) of a vehicle, the listing data 
includes a model year of the vehicle, a manufacturer of the vehicle, a number of doors 
of the vehicle, or an engine capacity of the vehicle" as a Vehicle Identification Number 
(fig. 2A), retrieving vehicle data includes model of year of the vehicle (fig. 3A, page 5, 
paragraph [0042]). 

As to claim 23, Boyden teaches a network-based commerce system, which 
includes at least one server (an electronic auction server system is linked to sellers and 
buyer systems, page 3, paragraph [0024], lines 8-9): 

"receive listing identification data from a seller requesting posting of a listing on a 
network-based commerce system, the listing identification data capable of being used to 
identify a good or service" as the input section 202 can include a search tool 204 having 
an input fields 205 and a button 206 to search for vehicles in the list 201 by Vehicle 
Identification Number (VIN). Fig 2B shows an example of a vehicle work sheet page 
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200b to modify data for a vehicle that was already on the list 201 of the work list page 
200a before posting to a server. The vehicle data includes 213 and 214. The above 
information shows that to display the vehicle data as shown in fig. 2B, the system 
receives VIN from a user and retrieves the a specific vehicle based on the inputted VIN 
by the user (fig. 2A, page 4, col. Left, lines 2-7; page 4, paragraph [0032], lines 1-9; 
page 4, col. Right, lines 17-23, paragraph 0013); 

"receive an indication from the seller to indicate a selection of a selected listing" 
as by selecting the link for the 1999 saab 9-5SE shown in the list 305, the buyer system 
send a request to the auction server system to display the detail page 300c (paragraph 
0013); 

"searching a database of listing data using the listing identification data to locate 
a plurality of similar listings posted within a network-based commerce system" as the 
input section 202 can include a search tool 204 having an input fields 205 and a button 
206 to search for vehicles in the list 201 by Vehicle Identification Number (VIN). Fig 2G 
shows various seller report pages 200g-200j that are generated by the server and sent 
to the seller system. The above information shows that system searches the list 201 as 
a database of reference listing data to display or locate the seller report pages on an 
interface for viewing. The report includes items about vehicles. The items are not 
similar listing (figs. 2A & 2B, page 4, col. Left, lines 2-7; page 4, paragraph [0032], lines 
1-9, paragraph [0036], lines 1-3); 

"generate a proposed listing to present to the seller, the proposed listing 
including the similar listing" as displaying a page includes data 213 and 214. The page 
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is represented as a proposed listing. The proposed listing does not include similar 
listing (fig. 2B, page 4, paragraph [0032], lines 1-3, paragraph 0013); 

"allow the seller to modify the listing data in the proposed listing to create a 
listing" as prior to posting or sending the data entered in fields 218-220 to a database in 
the auction server system, the system allows the user to edit the vehicle data of the 
page 200b in fig. 2B by clicking on either links such as 1 . Modify vehicle configuration, 
2. Modify condition report, 3. Update mileage & pricing (figs. 2B & 2C, page 4, 
paragraph [0032], lines 1-21, col. Right, lines 17-23); 

"resulting in the listing" as after the user to edit vehicle data and click on update 
icon, the system indicates Mileage & pricing of the vehicle data are updated (fig 2C, 
page 4, paragraph [0033], lines 1-10); 

"post the listing in a database of the network-based commerce system" as 
sending the data entered in the fields 218-220 to a data-record for the vehicle in the 
auction server system. More specifically, the seller system sends the data entered in the 
fields to a database in the auction server (page 4, col. Right, lines 17-23); 

"the listing, once posted, representing an offering of a good or service for sale" 
as the seller sends the data entered in the fields to a data-record for the vehicle in the 
auction server system. Then the auction server system provides a report 300e to a 
buyer system. The report 300e includes data about the vehicle from the data-record in 
the auction server database. The above information shows that once the entered data 
in the fields posted in the data-record, the server retrieves the entered data to represent 
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an offering of a good or details of a vehicle as displayed in the report 300e to the buyer 
(fig 3E, page 4, col. Right, lines 17-23; page 6, col. Left, lines 1-10); 

" the proposed listing including listing data" as displaying data including the link 
on page 300c (paragraph 0043). 

Boyden does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "a plurality of similar 
listings; from the plurality of similar listings; from the selected similar listing". 

Bowman teaches searching for items similar to the product over a network. 
Items found during the search similar to the product over a network. Selection of the 
product and the items similar to the product is allowed for purchase over the network 
(col. 30, lines 35-45). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Bowman's teaching of searching for items similar to 
the product over a network. Items found during the search similar to the product over a 
network. Selection of the product and the items similar to the product is allowed for 
purchase over the network to Boyden's system in order to allow a user select a 
particular similar item listing so that the service can retrieve another similar item lists 
based on the selected similar list and further to predict the interests of users based on 
the user's indication so that the system provide a recommendation of similar items 
based on the interests of users. 

As to claim 24, Boyden teaches the claimed limitation "which allows the user to 
accept the listing prior to posting the listing" as allowing a user to update or cancel 
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updating the data record for the specific vehicle. The above information indicates that 
the system allow a user to accept the data record or deny the data record before 
posting the data record to the server (page 4, paragraph [0033], lines 6-10; page 4, col. 
Right, lines 17-23). 

As to claim 26, Boyden teaches the claimed limitation "the server generates a 
user interface with a plurality of fields; and populating the fields with the listing data" as 
generating a web page with a plurality of fields 304 and populating the fields 304 with 
the vehicle data (fig. 3A-3B, page 5, paragraph [0041], lines 1-10). 

As to claim 35, Boyden teaches the claimed limitation "the offering includes an 
auction listing" as showing pricing or sale listing for vehicles (fig. 3B). 

7. Claims 5, 6, 1 7-1 8 and 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Boyden et al (or hereinafter "Boyden") (US 2003/0036964 A1) in view 
of Bowman and further in view of Erdelyi (US 6631522). 

As to claim 5, Boyden does not explicitly disclose the claimed limitation, "which 
includes providing a plurality of check boxes each of which is associated with an 
attribute of the listing and automatically without human intervention checking attributes 
based on the listing data". Erdelyi teaches that after a user selects the name of a player 
in the scrollable list to display that player's information in the player Information box. 
The system automatically displays a plurality of check boxes to a user (fig. 4C). 
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Eridelyi teaches based on user searching the system displays a interface that 
includes attributes related to John Smith. These attributes displayed without user 
intervention checking attributes (figs. 4A-4C, col. 6, lines 50-67; col. 7, lines 1-55). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Erdelyi's teaching of after a user selects the name of a 
player in the scrollable list to display that player's information in the player Information 
box to Boyden's system in order to save time for a user to fill out detail information 
about a item during searching/retrieving the item in a large database on a network 
system. 

As to claim 6, Boyden does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "which 
includes allowing the user to modify checks in the check boxes". Erdelyi teaches a user 
can modify a check box that associated with an attribute (fig. 5). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to apply Erdelyi's teaching of a user can modify a check box 
that associated with a attribute Boyden's system in order to allow a user to view a 
specific feature of a item as user's desire. 

As to claim 17, Boyden does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "wherein a 
plurality of check boxes are provided, each check box being associated with an attribute 
of the listing and selectively being automatically checked based on the listing data 
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without human intervention". Erdelyi teaches that after a user selects the name of a 
player in the scrollable list to display that player's information in the player Information 
box. The system automatically displays a plurality of check boxes to a user (fig. 4C). 

Eridelyi teaches based on user searching the system displays a interface that 
includes attributes related to John Smith. These attributes displayed without user 
intervention checking attributes (figs. 4A-4C, col. 6, lines 50-67; col. 7, lines 1-55). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Erdelyi's teaching of after a user selects the name of a 
player in the scrollable list to display that player's information in the player Information 
box to Boyden's system in order to save time for a user to fill out detail information 
about a item during searching/retrieving the item in a large database on a network 
system. 

As to claim 18, Boyden does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "wherein 
the user is allowed to modify checks in the check boxes". Erdelyi teaches a user can 
modify a check box that associated with an attribute (fig. 5). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to apply Erdelyi's teaching of a user can modify a check box 
that associated with a attribute to Boyden's system in order to allow a user to view a 
specific feature of a item as user's desire. 



Application/Control Number: 10/648,125 Page 26 

Art Unit: 2169 

As to claim 27, Boyden does not explicitly disclose the claimed limitation, "which 
provides a plurality of check boxes each of which are associated with an attribute of the 
listing and automatically without human intervention checking attributes based on the 
listing data". Erdelyi teaches that after a user selects the name of a player in the 
scrollable list to display that player's information in the player Information box. The 
system automatically displays a plurality of check boxes to a user (fig. 4C). 

Eridelyi teaches based on user searching the system displays a interface that 
includes attributes related to John Smith. These attributes displayed without user 
intervention checking attributes (figs. 4A-4C, col. 6, lines 50-67; col. 7, lines 1-55). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Erdelyi's teaching of after a user selects the name of a 
player in the scrollable list to display that player's information in the player Information 
box to Boyden's system in order to save time for a user to fill out detail information 
about a item during searching/retrieving the item in a large database on a network 
system. 

As to claim 28, Boyden does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "which 
allows the user to modify checks in the check boxes". Erdelyi teaches a user can 
modify a check box that associated with an attribute (fig. 5). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to apply Erdelyi's teaching of a user can modify a check box 
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that associated with a attribute to Boyden's system in order to allow a user to view a 
specific feature of a item as user's desire. 

8. Claims 10, 22 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Boyden et al (or hereinafter "Boyden") (US2003/0036964 A1 ) in view of Bowman 
and further in view of Maze et al (or hereinafter "Maze") (US 6216264). 

As to claim 10, Boyden does not teach the claimed limitation "wherein the listing 
identification data is at least one of a movie title or UPC code, the method including 
retrieving listing data in the form of details on the movie". Maze teaches movie title and 
retrieving details of the movie on an form 320 as shown in fig. 3 (col. 3, lines 10-20; col. 
2, lines 53-54). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Maze's teaching of movie title and retrieving details of 
the movie on a form 320 to Boyden's system in order to allow a user to save time 
searching/retrieving a particular music and further to prevent producing query results 
that contain relatively large number of irrelevant movies. 

As to claim 22, Boyden does not teach the claimed limitation "wherein the listing 
identification data is one of a movie title or UPC code, and the listing data includes 
details on the movie". Maze teaches movie title and retrieving details of the movie on 
an form 320 as shown in fig. 3 (col. 3, lines 10-20; col. 2, lines 53-54). 
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It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Maze's teaching of movie title and retrieving details of 
the movie on a form 320 to Boyden's system in order to allow a user to save time 
searching/retrieving a particular music and further to prevent producing query results 
that contain relatively large number of irrelevant movie. 

As to claim 32, Boyden does not teach the claimed limitation "wherein the listing 
identification data is one of a movie title and UPC code, the system retrieves the listing 
data in the form of details on the movie". Maze teaches movie title and retrieving details 
of the movie on an form 320 as shown in fig. 3 (col. 3, lines 10-20; col. 2, lines 53-54). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Maze's teaching of movie title and retrieving details of 
the movie on a form 320 to Boyden's system in order to allow a user to save time 
searching/retrieving a particular music and further to prevent producing query results 
that contain relatively large number of irrelevant movies. 

9. Claims 1 1 , 1 2, 33 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Boyden et al (or hereinafter "Boyden") (US2003/0036964 A1 ) in view 
of Bowman and further in view of Ortega et al (or hereinafter "Ortega") (US 6144958). 

As to claim 1 1 , Boyden does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "wherein 
the listing identification data is at least one of a book title or a UPC code, the method 
including retrieving listing data in the form of details on the book". Ortega teaches allow 
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a user to search book item based on book titles. Fig. 2 illustrates the general format of 
a search book page that can be used to search the bibliographic database for book 
titles. The page includes author, title and subject files. The search book page is 
represented as a form of details on the book (col. 3, lines 53-61; col. 4, lines 1-5). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Ortega's teaching of allow a user to search item based 
book title and to access a search book page to search for author, title and label fields to 
Boyden's system to allow a user to save time searching/retrieving a particular book and 
further to prevent to produce query results that contain relatively large number of 
irrelevant books. 

As to claim 12, Boyden does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "wherein 
the listing identification data is at least one of a music title or UPC code, the method 
including retrieving the listing data in the form of details on the music item". Ortega 
teaches allowing a user to search music based on music title. Also, a user can access 
a music search page to search for music title using the artist, title and label fields. The 
search music page is represented as the form of details on the music (col. 3, lines 53- 
61; col. 4, lines 1-10). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Ortega's teaching of allow a user to search item based 
music titles and to access a search music page to search for music title using the artist, 
title and label fields to Boyden's system to allow a user to save time searching/retrieving 



Application/Control Number: 10/648,125 Page 30 

Art Unit: 2169 

a particular music and further to prevent to produce query results that contain relatively 
large number of irrelevant music. 

As to claim 33, Boyden does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "wherein 
the listing identification data is one of a book title or UPC code, the system retrieves the 
listing data in the form of details on the book". Ortega teaches allow a user to search 
book item based on book titles. Fig. 2 illustrates the general format of a search book 
page that can be used to search the bibliographic database for book titles. The page 
includes author, title and subject files. The search book page is represented as a form 
of details on the book (col. 3, lines 53-61; col. 4, lines 1-5). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Ortega's teaching of allow a user to search item based 
book title and to access a search book page to search for author, title and label fields to 
Boyden's system to allow a user to save time searching/retrieving a particular book and 
further to prevent to produce query results that contain relatively large number of 
irrelevant books. 

As to claim 34, Boyden does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "wherein 
the listing identification data is one of a music title or UPC code, the system retrieves 
the listing data in the form of details on the music". Ortega teaches allowing a user to 
search music based on music title. Also, a user can access a music search page to 
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search for music title using the artist, title and label fields. The search music page is 
represented as the form of details on the music (col. 3, lines 53-61; col. 4, lines 1-10). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Ortega's teaching of allow a user to search item based 
music titles and to access a search music page to search for music title using the artist, 
title and label fields to Boyden's system to allow a user to save time searching/retrieving 
a particular music and further to prevent to produce query results that contain relatively 
large number of irrelevant music. 

10. Claim 36 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Boyden 
et al (or hereinafter "Boyden") (US2003/0036964 A1) in view of Bowman and further in 
view of Bezos et al (or hereinafter "Bezos") (US 6029141). 

As to claim 36, Boyden does not explicitly disclose the claimed limitation "the 
offering includes a fixed-price offering". Bezos teaches a fixed-price offering for good is 
provided to a user (fig. 10b). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Bezos' s teaching of teaches a fixed-price offering for 
good is provided to a user to Boyden's system in order to provide an electronic 
commerce solution by which preventing a user to negotiate price for a product for 
increasing sale products quickly. 



Application/Control Number: 10/648,125 Page 32 

Art Unit: 2169 

1 1 . Claims 1 -4, 7, 9, 1 3-1 6, 1 9, 21 , 23-26, 29, 31 , 35, and 37-38 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Boyden et al (or hereinafter "Boyden") 
(US2003/0036964 A1 ) in view of Smith (US 6853982). 

As to claim 1, Boyden teaches a method of generating a listing in a network- 
based commerce system (generating data in fields 218-220 in a network based 
commerce system, page 4, col. Right, lines 17-23; page 3, paragraph [0024], lines 4- 
10), the method including: 

"receiving listing identification data from a seller, the listing identification data 
capable of being used to identify a good or a service" as the input section 202 can 
include a search tool 204 having an input fields 205 and a button 206 to search for 
vehicles in the list 201 by Vehicle Identification Number (VIN). Fig 2B shows an 
example of a vehicle work sheet page 200b to modify data for a vehicle that was 
already on the list 201 of the work list page 200a. The vehicle data includes 213 and 
214. The above information shows that to display the vehicle data as shown in fig. 2B, 
the system receives VIN from a user and retrieves the a specific vehicle based on the 
inputted VIN by the user (fig. 2A, page 4, col. Left, lines 2-7; page 4, paragraph [0032], 
lines 1-9, paragraph 0013); 

"searching a database of reference listing data using the listing identification data 
to locate a plurality of similar listings posted within a network-based commerce system" 
as the input section 202 can include a search tool 204 having an input fields 205 and a 
button 206 to search for vehicles in the list 201 by Vehicle Identification Number (VIN). 
Fig 2G shows various seller report pages 200g-200j that are generated by the server 
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and sent to the seller system. The above information shows that system searches the 
list 201 as a database of reference listing data to display or locate the seller report 
pages on an interface for viewing. The report includes items about vehicles. The items 
are not similar listings (figs. 2A & 2B, page 4, col. Left, lines 2-7; page 4, paragraph 
[0032], lines 1-9, paragraph [0036], lines 1-3); 

"generating a proposed listing to present to the seller, the proposed listing 
including listing data from the selected similar listing" as displaying a page includes data 
213 and 214. The page is represented as a proposed listing. The proposed listing does 
not include the similar listing (fig. 2B, page 4, paragraph [0032], lines 1-3, paragraph 
0013); 

" allowing the seller to modify the listing data of the proposed listing to creating a 
list" as prior to posting or sending the data entered in fields 218-220 to a database in the 
auction server system, the system allows the seller to edit the vehicle data of the page 
200b in fig. 2B by clicking on either links such as 1 . Modify vehicle configuration, 2. 
Modify condition report, 3. Update mileage & pricing (figs. 2B & 2C, page 4, paragraph 
[0032], lines 1-21, col. Right, lines 17-23, paragraph 0013); 

"resulting in the listing" as after the user to edit vehicle data and click on update 
icon, the system indicates Mileage & pricing of the vehicle data are updated (fig. 2C 
page 4, paragraph [0033], lines 1-10); 

"posting the listing in a database of the network-based commerce system" as 
sending the data entered in the fields 218-220 to a data-record for the vehicle in the 
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auction server system. More specifically, the seller system sends the data entered in the 
fields to a database in the auction server (page 4, col. Right, lines 17-23); 

"wherein the listing, once posted, representing an offering of the good or service 
for sale" as the seller sends the data entered in the fields to a data-record for the vehicle 
in the auction server system. Then the auction server system provides a report 300e to 
a buyer system. The report 300e includes data about the vehicle from the data-record 
in the auction server database. The above information shows that once the entered 
data in the fields posted in the data-record, the server retrieves the entered data to 
represent an offering of a good or details of a vehicle as displayed in the report 300e to 
the buyer (fig. 3E, page 4, col. Right, lines 17-23; page 6, col. Left, lines 1-10); 

"receive an indication from the seller to indicate a selection of a selected listing" 
as by selecting the link for the 1999 saab 9-5SE shown in the list 305, the buyer system 
send a request to the auction server system to display the detail page 300c (paragraph 
0013); 

" the proposed listing including listing data" as displaying data including the link 
on page 300c (paragraph 0043). 

Boyden does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "a plurality of similar 
listings; from the plurality of similar listings; from the selected similar listing". 

Smith teaches displaying similar items listings and a user selecting a 
corresponding hyperlink from a Web page to obtain a listing of recommended book titles 
or obtain a listing of recommended music or video titles from the similar items listings 
(figs. 5-7, col. 13, lines 55-65; col. col. 22, lines 25-45 ). To generate a set of 
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recommendations for a given user, the service retrieves from the table the similar items 
lists corresponding to items already known to be of interest to the user, and then 
appropriately combines these lists to generate a list of recommended items (fig. 5). A 
generated list of recommended items is represented as a proposed list. 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Smith's teaching to Boyden's system in order to allow 
a user select a particular similar item listing so that the service can retrieve another 
similar item lists based on the selected similar list and further to predict the interests of 
users based on the user's indication so that the system provide a recommendation of 
similar items based on the interests of users. 

As to claim 2, Boyden teaches the claimed limitation "which includes allowing the 
user to accept the listing, prior to posting the listing" as allowing a user to update or 
cancel updating the data record for the specific vehicle. The above information indicates 
that the system allows a user to accept the data record or deny the data record before 
posting the data record to the server (page 4, paragraph [0033], lines 6-10; page 4, col. 
Right, lines 17-23). 

As to claims 3 and 25, Boyden and Smith teach the claimed limitation "wherein a 
database of listing data is associated with at least one of movies, music, games, or 
books" as (Smith col. 6, lines 25-35). 
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As to claims 39-41, Boyden teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the database 
of listing data includes motor vehicle data" (figs. 2A & 2E, page 4, col. right, lines 17- 
23). 

As to claims 4, and 16, Boyden teaches the claimed limitation "which includes: 
generating a user interface with a plurality of fields; and populating the plurality of fields 
with the listing data" as generating a web page with a plurality of fields 304 and 
populating the fields 304 with the vehicle data (fig. 3A-3B, page 5, paragraph [0041], 
lines 15-22). 

As to claims 7, 19 and 29, Boyden teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the 
listing data includes at least one of a group including a title of the listing, a description of 
the listing, and an image related to the listing" as vehicle data includes vehicle 
description (fig. 3A). 

As to claim 9, Boyden teaches claimed limitation "wherein the listing identification 
data is a Vehicle Identification Number (VIN), the method including retrieving listing data 
including a model year of the vehicle, a manufacturer of the vehicle, a number of doors 
of the vehicle, or an engine capacity of the vehicle" as a Vehicle Identification Number 
(fig. 2A), retrieving vehicle data includes model of year of the vehicle (fig. 3A, page 5, 
paragraph [0042]). 
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As to claim 13, Boyden teaches the same claimed limitation in claim 1, Boyden 
further teaches a machine-readable medium including a sequence of instructions that, 
when executed by a machine (the auction server system displays a seller work-list web 
page 200a in response to a request from a seller system. The above information 
indicates that the server system has included a computer readable medium, which 
includes instructions for responding to seller's request, page 3, paragraph [0030], lines 
1-4; page 12, col. Right, lines 5-7), "cause the machine to: 

receive listing identification data from a seller requesting posting of a listing on a 
network-based commerce system, the listing identification data capable of being used to 
identify a good or service" as the input section 202 can include a search tool 204 having 
an input fields 205 and a button 206 to search for vehicles in the list 201 by Vehicle 
Identification Number (VIN). Fig 2B shows an example of a vehicle work sheet page 
200b to modify data for a vehicle that was already on the list 201 of the work list page 
200a before posting to a server. The vehicle data includes 213 and 214. The above 
information shows that to display the vehicle data as shown in fig. 2B, the system 
receives VIN from a user and retrieves the a specific vehicle based on the inputted VIN 
by the user (fig. 2A, page 4, col. Left, lines 2-7; page 4, paragraph [0032], lines 1-9; 
page 4, col. Right, lines 17-23, paragraph 0013); 

"searching a database of listing data using the listing identification data to locate 
a plurality of similar listings posted within a network-based commerce system" as the 
input section 202 can include a search tool 204 having an input fields 205 and a button 
206 to search for vehicles in the list 201 by Vehicle Identification Number (VIN). Fig 2G 
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shows various seller report pages 200g-200j that are generated by the server and sent 
to the seller system. The above information shows that system searches the list 201 as 
a database of reference listing data to display or locate the seller report pages on an 
interface for viewing. The report includes items about vehicles. Items are not similar 
listing (figs. 2A & 2B, page 4, col. Left, lines 2-7; page 4, paragraph [0032], lines 1-9, 
paragraph [0036], lines 1-3); 

"generate a proposed listing to present to the seller," as displaying a page 
includes data 213 and 214. The page is represented as a proposed listing. The 
proposed listing does not include similar listing (fig. 2B, page 4, paragraph [0032], lines 
1-3, paragraph 0013); 

"allow the seller to modify the listing data in the proposed listing to create a 
listing" as prior to posting or sending the data entered in fields 21 8-220 to a database in 
the auction server system, the system allows the user to edit the vehicle data of the 
page 200b in fig. 2B by clicking on either links such as 1 . Modify vehicle configuration, 
2. Modify condition report, 3. Update mileage & pricing (figs. 2B & 2C, page 4, 
paragraph [0032], lines 1-21, col. Right, lines 17-23); 

"resulting in the listing" as after the user to edit vehicle data and click on update 
icon, the system indicates Mileage & pricing of the vehicle data are updated (fig. 2c, 
page 4, paragraph [0033], lines 1-10); 

"post the listing in a database of the network-based commerce system" sending 
the data entered in the fields 218-220 to a data-record for the vehicle in the auction 
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server system. More specifically, the seller system sends the data entered in the fields 
to a database in the auction server (page 4, col. Right, lines 17-23); 

"the listing, once posted, representing an offering of a good or service for sale" 
as the seller sends the data entered in the fields to a data-record for the vehicle in the 
auction server system. Then the auction server system provides a report 300e to a 
buyer system. The report 300e include data about the vehicle from the data-record in 
the auction server database. The above information shows that once the entered data 
in the fields posted in the data-record, the server retrieves the entered data to represent 
an offering of a good or details of a vehicle as displayed in the report 300e to the buyer 
(fig. 3E, page 4, col. Right, lines 17-23; page 6, col. Left, lines 1-10); 

"receive an indication from the seller to indicate a selection of a selected listing" 
as by selecting the link for the 1999 saab 9-5SE shown in the list 305, the buyer system 
send a request to the auction server system to display the detail page 300c (paragraph 
0013); 

" the proposed listing including listing data" as displaying data including the link 
on page 300c (paragraph 0043). 

Boyden does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "a plurality of similar 
listings; from the plurality of similar listings; from the selected similar listing". 

Smith teaches displaying similar items listings and a user selecting a 
corresponding hyperlink from a Web page to obtain a listing of recommended book titles 
or obtain a listing of recommended music or video titles from the similar items listings 
(figs. 5-7, col. 13, lines 55-65; col. col. 22, lines 25-45 ). To generate a set of 
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recommendations for a given user, the service retrieves from the table the similar items 
lists corresponding to items already known to be of interest to the user, and then 
appropriately combines these lists to generate a list of recommended items (fig. 5). A 
generated list of recommended items is represented as a proposed list. 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Smith's teaching to Boyden's system in order to allow 
a user select a particular similar item listing so that the service can retrieve another 
similar item lists based on the selected similar list and further to predict the interests of 
users based on the user's indication so that the system provide a recommendation of 
similar items based on the interests of users. 

As to claim 14, Boyden teaches the claimed limitation " wherein the user is 
allowed to accept the listing, prior to posting the listing" as allowing a user to update or 
cancel updating the data record for the specific vehicle or canceling the data update 
(page 4, paragraph [0033], lines 6-10). 

As to claim 15, Boyden teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the network- 
based commerce system includes a database of listing data associated with at least 
one of a group including movies, music, games, books and motor vehicles" as a 
database of listing data associated with motor vehicle (figs. 2A & 2E, page 4, col. right, 
lines 17-23). 



Application/Control Number: 10/648,125 Page 41 

Art Unit: 2169 

As to claims 21 and 31, Boyden teaches claimed limitation "wherein the listing 
identification data is a Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) of a vehicle, the listing data 
includes a model year of the vehicle, a manufacturer of the vehicle, a number of doors 
of the vehicle, or an engine capacity of the vehicle" as a Vehicle Identification Number 
(fig. 2A), retrieving vehicle data includes model of year of the vehicle (fig. 3A, page 5, 
paragraph [0042]). 

As to claim 23, Boyden teaches the same claimed limitation in claim 1, Boyden 
further teaches a network-based commerce system, which includes at least one server 
(an electronic auction server system is linked to sellers and buyer systems, page 3, 
paragraph [0024], lines 8-9): 

"receive listing identification data from a seller requesting posting of a listing on a 
network-based commerce system, the listing identification data capable of being used to 
identify a good or service" as the input section 202 can include a search tool 204 having 
an input fields 205 and a button 206 to search for vehicles in the list 201 by Vehicle 
Identification Number (VIN). Fig 2B shows an example of a vehicle work sheet page 
200b to modify data for a vehicle that was already on the list 201 of the work list page 
200a before posting to a server. The vehicle data includes 213 and 214. The above 
information shows that to display the vehicle data as shown in fig. 2B, the system 
receives VIN from a user and retrieves the a specific vehicle based on the inputted VIN 
by the user (fig. 2A, page 4, col. Left, lines 2-7; page 4, paragraph [0032], lines 1-9; 
page 4, col. Right, lines 17-23); 
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"searching a database of listing data using the listing identification data to locate 
a plurality of similar listings posted within a network-based commerce system" as the 
input section 202 can include a search tool 204 having an input fields 205 and a button 
206 to search for vehicles in the list 201 by Vehicle Identification Number (VIN). Fig 2G 
shows various seller report pages 200g-200j that are generated by the server and sent 
to the seller system. The above information shows that system searches the list 201 as 
a database of reference listing data to display or locate the seller report pages on an 
interface for viewing. The report includes items about vehicles. The items are not 
similar listing (figs. 2A & 2B, page 4, col. Left, lines 2-7; page 4, paragraph [0032], lines 
1-9, paragraph [0036], lines 1-3); 

"generate a proposed listing to present to the seller, the proposed listing 
including the similar listing" as displaying a page includes data 213 and 214. The page 
is represented as a proposed listing. The proposed listing does not include similar 
listing (fig. 2B, page 4, paragraph [0032], lines 1-3, paragraph 0013); 

"allow the seller to modify the listing data in the proposed listing to create a listing" 
as prior to posting or sending the data entered in fields 218-220 to a database in the 
auction server system, the system allows the user to edit the vehicle data of the 
page 200b in fig. 2B by clicking on either links such as 1 . Modify vehicle 
configuration, 2. Modify condition report, 3. Update mileage & pricing (figs. 2B & 2C, 
page 4, paragraph [0032], lines 1-21, col. Right, lines 17-23; paragraph 0013); 
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"resulting in the listing" as after the user to edit vehicle data and click on update 
icon, the system indicates Mileage & pricing of the vehicle data are updated (fig 2C, 
page 4, paragraph [0033], lines 1-10); 

"post the listing in a database of the network-based commerce system" as 
sending the data entered in the fields 218-220 to a data-record for the vehicle in the 
auction server system. More specifically, the seller system sends the data entered in the 
fields to a database in the auction server (page 4, col. Right, lines 17-23); 

"the listing, once posted, representing an offering of a good or service for sale" 
as the seller sends the data entered in the fields to a data-record for the vehicle in the 
auction server system. Then the auction server system provides a report 300e to a 
buyer system. The report 300e include data about the vehicle from the data-record in 
the auction server database. The above information shows that once the entered data 
in the fields posted in the data-record, the server retrieves the entered data to represent 
an offering of a good or details of a vehicle as displayed in the report 300e to the buyer 
(fig 3E, page 4, col. Right, lines 17-23; page 6, col. Left, lines 1-10); 

"receive an indication from the seller to indicate a selection of a selected listing" 
as by selecting the link for the 1999 saab 9-5SE shown in the list 305, the buyer system 
send a request to the auction server system to display the detail page 300c (paragraph 
0013); 

" the proposed listing including listing data" as displaying data including the link 
on page 300c (paragraph 0043). 
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Boyden does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "a plurality of similar 
listings; from the plurality of similar listings; from the selected similar listing". 

Smith teaches displaying similar items listings and a user selecting a 
corresponding hyperlink from a Web page to obtain a listing of recommended book titles 
or obtain a listing of recommended music or video titles from the similar items listings 
(figs. 5-7, col. 13, lines 55-65; col. col. 22, lines 25-45 ). To generate a set of 
recommendations for a given user, the service retrieves from the table the similar items 
lists corresponding to items already known to be of interest to the user, and then 
appropriately combines these lists to generate a list of recommended items (fig. 5). A 
generated list of recommended items is represented as a proposed list. 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Smith's teaching to Boyden's system in order to allow 
a user select a particular similar item listing so that the service can retrieve another 
similar item lists based on the selected similar list and further to predict the interests of 
users based on the user's indication so that the system provide a recommendation of 
similar items based on the interests of users. 

As to claim 24, Boyden teaches the claimed limitation "which allows the user to 
accept the listing prior to posting the listing" as allowing a user to update or cancel 
updating the data record for the specific vehicle. The above information indicates that 
the system allow a user to accept the data record or deny the data record before 
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posting the data record to the server (page 4, paragraph [0033], lines 6-10; page 4, col. 
Right, lines 17-23). 

As to claim 26, Boyden teaches the claimed limitation "the server generates a 
user interface with a plurality of fields; and populating the fields with the listing data" as 
generating a web page with a plurality of fields 304 and populating the fields 304 with 
the vehicle data (fig. 3A-3B, page 5, paragraph [0041], lines 1-10). 

As to claim 35, Boyden teaches the claimed limitation "the offering includes an 
auction listing" as showing pricing or sale listing for vehicles (fig. 3B). 

12. Claims 5, 6, 1 7-1 8 and 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Boyden et al (or hereinafter "Boyden") (US 2003/0036964 A1) in view 
of Smith and further in view of Erdelyi (US 6631 522). 

As to claim 5, Boyden does not explicitly disclose the claimed limitation, "which 
includes providing a plurality of check boxes each of which is associated with an 
attribute of the listing and automatically without human intervention checking attributes 
based on the listing data". Erdelyi teaches that after a user selects the name of a player 
in the scrollable list to display that player's information in the player Information box. 
The system automatically displays a plurality of check boxes to a user (fig. 4C). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Erdelyi's teaching of after a user selects the name of a 
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player in the scrollable list to display that player's information in the player Information 
box to Boyden's system in order to save time for a user to fill out detail information 
about a item during searching/retrieving the item in a large database on a network 
system. 

As to claim 6, Boyden does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "which 
includes allowing the user to modify checks in the check boxes". Erdelyi teaches a user 
can modify a check box that associated with an attribute (fig. 5). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to apply Erdelyi's teaching of a user can modify a check box 
that associated with a attribute Boyden's system in order to allow a user to view a 
specific feature of a item as user's desire. 

As to claim 17, Boyden does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "wherein a 
plurality of check boxes are provided, each check box being associated with an attribute 
of the listing and selectively being automatically checked based on the listing data 
without human intervention". Erdelyi teaches that after a user selects the name of a 
player in the scrollable list to display that player's information in the player Information 
box. The system automatically displays a plurality of check boxes to a user (fig. 4C). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Erdelyi's teaching of after a user selects the name of a 
player in the scrollable list to display that player's information in the player Information 
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box to Boyden's system in order to save time for a user to fill out detail information 
about a item during searching/retrieving the item in a large database on a network 
system. 

As to claim 18, Boyden does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "wherein 
the user is allowed to modify checks in the check boxes". Erdelyi teaches a user can 
modify a check box that associated with an attribute (fig. 5). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Erdelyi's teaching of a user can modify a check box 
that associated with a attribute to Boyden's system in order to allow a user to view a 
specific feature of a item as user's desire. 

As to claim 27, Boyden does not explicitly disclose the claimed limitation, "which 
provides a plurality of check boxes each of which are associated with an attribute of the 
listing and automatically without human intervention checking attributes based on the 
listing data". Erdelyi teaches that after a user selects the name of a player in the 
scrollable list to display that player's information in the player Information box. The 
system automatically displays a plurality of check boxes to a user (fig. 4C). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Erdelyi's teaching of after a user selects the name of a 
player in the scrollable list to display that player's information in the player Information 
box to Boyden's system in order to save time for a user to fill out detail information 
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about a item during searching/retrieving the item in a large database on a network 
system. 

As to claim 28, Boyden does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "which 
allows the user to modify checks in the check boxes". Erdelyi teaches a user can 
modify a check box that associated with an attribute (fig. 5). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Erdelyi's teaching of a user can modify a check box 
that associated with a attribute to Boyden's system in order to allow a user to view a 
specific feature of a item as user's desire. 

13. Claims 10, 22 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Boyden et al (or hereinafter "Boyden") (US2003/0036964 A1 ) in view of Smith and 
further in view of Maze et al (or hereinafter "Maze") (US 6216264). 

As to claim 10, Boyden does not teach the claimed limitation "wherein the listing 
identification data is at least one of a movie title or UPC code, the method including 
retrieving listing data in the form of details on the movie". Maze teaches movie title and 
retrieving details of the movie on an form 320 as shown in fig. 3 (col. 3, lines 10-20; col. 
2, lines 53-54). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Maze's teaching of movie title and retrieving details of 
the movie on a form 320 to Boyden's system in order to allow a user to save time 
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searching/retrieving a particular music and further to prevent producing query results 
that contain relatively large number of irrelevant movies. 

As to claim 22, Boyden does not teach the claimed limitation "wherein the listing 
identification data is one of a movie title or UPC code, and the listing data includes 
details on the movie". Maze teaches movie title and retrieving details of the movie on 
an form 320 as shown in fig. 3 (col. 3, lines 10-20; col. 2, lines 53-54). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Maze's teaching of movie title and retrieving details of 
the movie on a form 320 to Boyden's system in order to allow a user to save time 
searching/retrieving a particular music and further to prevent producing query results 
that contain relatively large number of irrelevant movie. 

As to claim 32, Boyden does not teach the claimed limitation "wherein the listing 
identification data is one of a movie title and UPC code, the system retrieves the listing 
data in the form of details on the movie". Maze teaches movie title and retrieving details 
of the movie on an form 320 as shown in fig. 3 (col. 3, lines 10-20; col. 2, lines 53-54). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Maze's teaching of movie title and retrieving details of 
the movie on a form 320 to Boyden's system in order to allow a user to save time 
searching/retrieving a particular music and further to prevent producing query results 
that contain relatively large number of irrelevant movies. 
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14. Claims 11, 12, 33 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Boyden et al (or hereinafter "Boyden") (US2003/0036964 A1 ) in view 
of Smith and further in view of Ortega et al (or hereinafter "Ortega") (US 6144958). 

As to claim 1 1 , Boyden does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "wherein 
the listing identification data is at least one of a book title or a UPC code, the method 
including retrieving listing data in the form of details on the book". Ortega teaches allow 
a user to search book item based on book titles. Fig. 2 illustrates the general format of 
a search book page that can be used to search the bibliographic database for book 
titles. The page includes author, title and subject files. The search book page is 
represented as a form of details on the book (col. 3, lines 53-61; col. 4, lines 1-5). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Ortega's teaching of allow a user to search item based 
book title and to access a search book page to search for author, title and label fields to 
Boyden's system to allow a user to save time searching/retrieving a particular book and 
further to prevent to produce query results that contain relatively large number of 
irrelevant books. 

As to claim 12, Boyden does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "wherein 
the listing identification data is at least one of a music title or UPC code, the method 
including retrieving the listing data in the form of details on the music item". Ortega 
teaches allowing a user to search music based on music title. Also, a user can access 
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a music search page to search for music title using the artist, title and label fields. The 
search music page is represented as the form of details on the music (col. 3, lines 53- 
61; col. 4, lines 1-10). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Ortega's teaching of allow a user to search item based 
music titles and to access a search music page to search for music title using the artist, 
title and label fields to Boyden's system to allow a user to save time searching/retrieving 
a particular music and further to prevent to produce query results that contain relatively 
large number of irrelevant music. 

As to claim 33, Boyden does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "wherein 
the listing identification data is one of a book title or UPC code, the system retrieves the 
listing data in the form of details on the book". Ortega teaches allow a user to search 
book item based on book titles. Fig. 2 illustrates the general format of a search book 
page that can be used to search the bibliographic database for book titles. The page 
includes author, title and subject files. The search book page is represented as a form 
of details on the book (col. 3, lines 53-61; col. 4, lines 1-5). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Ortega's teaching of allow a user to search item based 
book title and to access a search book page to search for author, title and label fields to 
Boyden's system to allow a user to save time searching/retrieving a particular book and 
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further to prevent to produce query results that contain relatively large number of 
irrelevant books. 

As to claim 34, Boyden does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "wherein 
the listing identification data is one of a music title or UPC code, the system retrieves 
the listing data in the form of details on the music". Ortega teaches allowing a user to 
search music based on music title. Also, a user can access a music search page to 
search for music title using the artist, title and label fields. The search music page is 
represented as the form of details on the music (col. 3, lines 53-61; col. 4, lines 1-10). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Ortega's teaching of allow a user to search item based 
music titles and to access a search music page to search for music title using the artist, 
title and label fields to Boyden's system to allow a user to save time searching/retrieving 
a particular music and further to prevent to produce query results that contain relatively 
large number of irrelevant music. 

15. Claim 36 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Boyden 
et al (or hereinafter "Boyden") (US2003/0036964 A1) in view of Smith and further in 
view of Bezos et al (or hereinafter "Bezos") (US 6029141). 

As to claim 36, Boyden does not explicitly disclose the claimed limitation "the 
offering includes a fixed-price offering". Bezos teaches a fixed-price offering for good is 
provided to a user (fig. 10b). 
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It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Bezos' s teaching of teaches a fixed-price offering for 
good is provided to a user to Boyden's system in order to provide an electronic 
commerce solution by which preventing a user to negotiate price for a product for 
increasing sale products quickly. 
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Conclusion 

16. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Contact Information 

1 7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Cam Y T. Truong whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-4042. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Firday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tony Mahmoudi can be reached on (571) 272-4078. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Cam Y Truong/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2169 



